
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Students entering the 5th grade must complete the following assignments, prior to the first 
day of school, August 20, 2018. These assignments are mandatory and will be the first grades 
your child earns for the 2018-2019 school year.  

ELA Requirements:  
This summer, students must read two books from the list below and complete the assigned 
tasks for each book.  

1st Book: A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad Beginning Book #1 is a mandatory read for 
all incoming 5th graders.  
Reading Task 

1. Upon returning to school, your child will be given a comprehension test based on the
text that will count for a grade in Reading.

2nd Book: This one is your child’s choice! Choose one novel from the list below. 

Reading Tasks:  
For the 2nd novel, choose one project from below. 

1. Create a collage around the themes and main characters in this book.
2. Write a character diary, writing at least five journal entries as if you are the main

character in the story. Write down events that happened during the story and reflect
on how they affected the character and why.

3. Create a timeline of the major events in this book. Use drawings or magazine cut outs
to show the events in this book. Label each event.

4. As a literary agent, write a letter to the publishing company designed to persuade
them to publish this book.

Math Requirements:  
A Math Summer Packet is available on the school’s website. Students must print and 
complete the packet to bring to school. Please let your child’s teacher know if you have any 
issues accessing the materials PRIOR to the end of the school year.  

Thank you for your support! 
Norma Butler Bossard Elementary 

Norma Butler Bossard Elementary School 

Summer English/Language Arts Requirements 

Incoming 5th Graders 

Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder                Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan 
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer Bloomability by Sharon Creech 
The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 
The Watsons Go To Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis Esperanza Renace por Pam Munoz Ryan 
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell        




